STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for October 2, 2008

Members Present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman; Dave Mitchell, Vice-Chairman; Donna Grehl, Frank Damiano and Ed Goodwin.  

Members Absent:  

Also Present:

Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Joseph Theroux, Gregory Pinto, Bill and Gaye Kenyon, Mike Maguire, David S. Roberts, Kevin Quinn, Glenn E. Krevosky and Michael Gilhooley and John Henson (not signed in).

DB – OPEN MEETING

CPA, Zoning Study Committee, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· DM stated he is finalizing the Lake Committees report to present to the Lakes Committee.

Approval of Minutes:  

MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by FD to approve the 08/14/08 minutes.

        Vote:  3/0

MOTION:   Moved by DM, seconded by DG to approve the 09/04/08 minutes subject to minor changes                                                                          

                      by DM.

                      Vote:  4/1 
Walk-ins:

Greg Pinto – 118 Leadmine Road

· Pinto stated he was here to introduce a product that allows infiltration as well as remove suspended solids from stormwater.  Pinto stated the products Gravel Pave and Grass Pave are very similar.  Pinto stated he was told the Town is using reclaimed salt sand to resurface Leadmine Rd. Pinto stated he has seen a lot of sediment running off onto his property and into the woods as well as other places.  Pinto stated he is concerned about the buildup of sand over time.   Pinto asked what we do about that and what to do on 118 Leadmine Lane to stop rutting when they park vehicles.  Pinto stated he thinks it’s a good application to put on away from the brook and up around the well if a well repair is needed.  Pinto stated it holds 570 pounds per square inch.  Pinto stated it remains intact when plowed although it needs curbing in between this and the dirt road.  Pinto stated if the plow catches the edge it will peel up.

· DM asked how large of an area he was proposing to use the product on.

· Pinto stated he didn’t know, he just wanted to introduce it.

· DM stated he was concerned with the freeze/thaw cycle.

· EG stated concerns with worms and night crawlers.

· DB asked what goes under the plastic.

· Pinto stated about 6 inches of sand gravel compacted with septic sand will be used. If it were going to be for grass sod would be used on top.  Pinto stated if it’s going to be Gravel Pave it’s the one with the fabric and very fine stone goes inside.  Pinto stated the system has a 60-year life span.

Joe Theroux – Finlay Road Forest Cutting Plan

· Theroux stated he was here to present the Commission with a proposal to manage the Old Sturbridge Village property and to discuss 47 Findlay Road.  Theroux stated the Commission is interested in doing a demonstration forest and wanted to see where the Commission was at in lieu of getting the new property (OSV).  Theroux stated he hasn’t done anything yet but the markets are showing signs of improvement.  Theroux stated he contacted three different contractors and none of them were interested due to the size, timber types and terrain.

· DB stated that the Commission is still interested in the Forest cutting plan on Findlay Road, but not as a demonstration site. DB stated that the Commission agrees the OSV site is a better site to include demonstration units.  

· DB stated to Thoroux to set up with EJ when he is ready to go ahead with Findlay Rd.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposal to repair and improve the existing drainage system and driveway of single-family home at 493 Leadmine Road. Application submitted by Ellen Maguire.

· EJ stated there is a huge amount of sheet flow on the site.

· Mike Maguire stated the driveway is unusable in the winter, its frost heaves make the driveway impassable. 

· EJ stated the goal of the plan is to improve the driveway and drainage, to capture the water in a functional drainage system and carry it, directing it so it will be infiltrated into the ground and preventing sheet flow and sediment into the lake.

· DG stated she would like a site visit.

Public Hearing continued to October 16, 2008 @ 8:00 p.m.H

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposed garage addition to existing house at 39 Bennetts Road.  Application Submitted by William and Gaye Kenyon.

· EJ stated the erosion controls were adequate, and the structure is outside the 50’ no structure area.  EJ recommends a drip strip but otherwise she found no issues.

MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by FD to accept the plan with EJ’s conditions.

                    Vote:  5/0

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposed sunroom to be built in place of existing deck on single-family residence at 5 Kaitbenski Drive.  Jalbert Engineering representing Ernest & Brian Arcoite.
· EJ stated the applicant is proposing to convert a deck and a sunroom which would be on piers. 
· Jalbert Engineering stated they will be taking the existing deck and putting in a 3 season room.  Jalbert stated he is going to increase the loading of the existing deck.  Jalbert stated that all work will be done by hand.
· EJ stated when she did her site visit it was pouring rain, she observed a huge amount of water running down the slope.  EJ stated there was some erosion.
· FD stated maybe we can get some drainage improvements.
· DB asked what is under the deck at the present time.
· Jalbert stated right now it is dirt and they are going to add 4” thick washed pea stone. 
· DG asked where the roof run off will be going.
· Jalbert stated that downspouts will be directed under the deck.  Jalbert stated that the 3 additional piers will be necessary.
MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by DM to accept the plan as presented.

                    Vote:  4/1   
8:15 p.m. Public Hearing – ANRAD DEP 300-785: Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation to confirm resource area boundaries at 7 Allen Road and 277 New Boston Road.  Waterman Design Associates representing Plimpton Meadows Nominee Trust.

Public Hearing continued to October 16, 2008 @ 7:45 p.m. to make revisions based on the peer review.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-784:  Proposed 8,532 s.f. addition to the west side of existing commercial structure with associated storm water controls at 660 Main Street.  EBT Environmental Consultants representing Netoptix.

· EJ stated Quinn Engineering provided her with a list of about six sites in MA that had utilized the Cultec Infiltration Chamber system.  EJ stated she spoke with Auburn Accura and they had installed the Cultec system 20 years ago. EJ stated Auburn Accura had a couple of clogs, which they cleaned and other than that the system has worked well.  EJ stated she also spoke with Auburn Dermatology and they had no trouble with the system although they are not the ones who installed it, they are leasing the property.

· DB stated we have a Mullin rule issue we have to take care of, there were some people who were not in attendance last meeting.

· EG and FD recused themselves.

· DG asked about a maintenance plan.

· Kevin Quinn  stated if there’s evidence of clogging the system can be flushed out.  Quinn stated they recommend that each spring and fall the system be inspected.

· EJ stated that maintenance is in the operation and maintenance plan.

MOTION:  Moved by DM, seconded by DB to close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions.  Under the Mass. Wetlands Protection Act and the Town of Sturbridge bylaw and approve the DEP # 300-784 for the proposed addition of the 8,532 sq. ft.  

                    Vote:  3/0

8:35 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-784: Proposed demolition and reconstruction of single-family residence with associated site work at 32 Goodrich Road.  Jalbert Engineering representing M. Gilhooly.

· EJ stated she strongly recommends a site visit.  EJ stated this is an existing cottage and the applicant is  proposing to rebuild on the existing footprint, install two tight tanks at the front of the property, a Versaloc retaining wall and a stairway going down to the lake.  EJ stated based on the site visit and photos, her concerns are extremely steep slopes, whether or not the stairway is proposed to be pervious or impervious.  EJ stated she received a planting plan on 10/01 which she didn’t have a chance to look at.  Her understanding is that it’s a pretty extensive clearing and replanting plan.  EJ stated she would like to see more information on stabilization plans and a sequence of construction for the prevention of erosion.  EJ stated this is going to be an extremely difficult site with the grades and is concerned about the level of disturbance this will cause and the stabilization of the site.

· FD asked if Slims can come out to the site, park at the road and be able to reach down to the tank.

· Roberts stated yes. Roberts stated Slims has signed for it and issued a letter to The Board of Health as part of the tight tank approval.                                                                                     

· DM stated there are questions regarding whether fill would be put in.  DM stated Jalbert indicated fill would be necessary only to cover the tight tank.  DM stated there are questions regarding the depth of bedrock, it sounds like blasting would not be necessary but the house will have an extended height on the basement to allow more drainage.

· EG asked with all the creative types of septic projects is there anything else that can be done.

· Roberts stated no because the ledge is too close.

· Gilhooly stated The Board of Health looked at the possibility of a Presby system but rejected the plan.

· FD questioned that a tight tank has to be 100’ from the well but it can be less than 50’ from the lake.

· DB stated that’s a question he has for The Board of Health.

· DM asked how deep the well is going to be.

· Roberts stated he didn’t know.

· DB stated that they need a site visit with the owner present.

Public Hearing continued to 10/16/08 with a site visit on 10/11/08 @ 9:00 a.m.

· John Henson the landscape architect for the project stated he is responsible for the revegetation that will be needed.  Henson stated on of the requirements from the Highway Department is they would like parking removed from Goodrich Road if possible.  Henson stated the area in front will have to be dedicated to parking so two more trees need to be removed.  Henson stated there is no place to replant them so their looking to replicate elsewhere.  Henson stated there is a 2’ retaining wall that steps down to the proposed cottage, Henson statedHHH they are proposing some swamp azalea’s in front and either yellow root or winter creeper as ground cover on the entire slope.  Henson stated over a period of three years the plan is to install in small patches, biodegradable patches mesh, ground cover and then mulch.  Henson stated along the lake edge they propose a string of low bush blueberries.  Henson stated their proposing to remove 11 trees and replanting 10.  
· FD asked what the details of the 25’ buffer are.
· Henson stated everything from the proposed wall down the slope to the blueberries will be plantings.
· FD stated for the vegetative buffer we would like to see 25’ of protection not just a strip of blueberry. 
9:00 PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

· Review Tree Removal Permit

· EJ stated there was a request that Letter Permits for tree removal get a standardized form.  EJ stated she sent it to Tom Chamberland and he thought it looked good. 

· DM stated they should add a section for common trees.

· DB suggested a work session amongst the Commission for review of the bylaw.

· EJ stated she can add a line for an arborist signature and certification number.

NEW BUSINESS

9:15 PM

Request for Certificate of Compliance

DEP # 300-509, DEP # 300-510 – 125 and 127 McGilpin Road

· EJ stated she did a site visit and received as builts and a statement from Green Hill Engineering.  EJ stated everything on the plan was built to specification.  EJ stated the only issue with 127 McGilpin was in the Order of Conditions, it was very loosely written in that there should be Mountain Laurel planted on the property.  EJ stated the Mountain Laurel was never planted.  EJ stated she spoke with Buddy Soper and he went out and planted close to 10 Mountain Laurel, very mature plants.  EJ stated she is not concerned with 127 McGilpin.  EJ stated the entire slope area was revegetated with native vegetation taller than the Mountain Laurel.  EJ stated it was very stable.  EJ stated there is a large stock pile of soil and a huge area of mulched grass cuttings both at the 100’ buffer zone.  EJ stated they are putting in a swimming pool outside the 200’ buffer.

MOTION:  Moved by DM, seconded by FD to accept the Certificate of Compliance for 125 McGilpin Rd. with a request to rake out the soil pile and grass seed it.   

                    Vote:  5/0

MOTION:  Moved by DM, seconded by FD to accept the Certificate of Compliance for 127 McGilpin Rd.

                    Vote:  5/0

Letter Permits

170 Lake Road – Retaining Wall Replacement:

· EJ stated at the last meeting there was a submitted Letter Permit that the Commission stated they didn’t have a plan on paper and enough information on tree removal, vegetation removal and soil disturbance.

· EJ stated she contacted the land owner and their landscaper (Clearview Landscaping) provided photos and a plan.  EJ stated she spoke with the landscaper and they stated there would be no tree or vegetation removal with the retaining wall that it’s all replacement, their taking out the existing wall and  rebuilding it  the existing stones.  EJ stated that this will be done at drawdown.  EJ stated that they are putting in crushed stone behind the wall and rebuilding it.  EJ stated no additional fill would be added.  EJ stated she would put the additional conditions into the Letter Permit.

MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by DM to approve the retaining wall replacement.                                                                                      Vote:  5/0  

83 Cricket Drive – Fence installed, walkway

· EJ stated this permit has been sitting since June because the Commission requested additional information from the applicant on what type of fencing the applicant was proposing, specifications for how far the fence would be off the ground and the type of area they were going to use for the walkway.  EJ stated she never heard back from the applicant.  EJ stated the applicant came in today with his recording information from the Certificate of Compliance and stated he went ahead and did the work.  EJ stated the applicant stated the fence is 6” off the ground.  EJ stated she did a site visit and the fence didn’t look like it was 6” off the ground.  EJ stated the applicant stated he installed a 6’ high white vinyl fence with 6 panels and will install Unilock paving stone walkway.  EJ stated the applicant is outside the 100’ buffer zone.

· DB stated there is roughly a 6” clearance in some areas.

MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by DG to approve the Letter Permit. 

                    Vote:  5/0

288A Clark Road Ext. – Tree removal

· EJ stated the white birch is completely dead and the sugar maple, 80% of the canopy is dead. 

MOTION:  Moved by EG, seconded by DM to approve the Letter Permit.

                     Vote:  5/0

Request for Field Amendment to Order of Conditions 

271 Holland Road

· EJ stated that she received a complaint that there’s a roof drain draining on to the abutter’s property.  EJ stated she did a site visit and it was draining on the neighbor’s property.  EJ stated she looked at the plan and it shows on the plan that it was approved that way.  EJ stated after speaking with the contractor and landowner the roof drainage is going to a dry well and then coming out to a drainage area.  EJ stated to the landowner that they need to speak with the contractor and do something.  EJ stated she told them to contact the Commission when they revised the plan and the Commission would need to amend the Order of Conditions for this.  EJ stated the contractor went out and put in a stone swale and redirected the drainage so it stays on the applicant’s property.  EJ stated the applicant had contacted Jalbert Engineering to do a modification to the plan to include the stone lined swale.

· DB stated we need to send the applicant a letter indicating that we need that as built.

· EG stated we should hold off making a motion until we receive that as built.

376 Main Street

· EJ stated when Northeast Utility came in they thought the utility line was going in a certain area which turned out not to be the planned area.  EJ stated because of that utility line the drainage connection needs to be moved.  EJ stated that their still tying into the same drainage structure.  EJ stated their proposing as a change to move the drainage system, they had a catch basin tying in on both ends. 

· FD stated he thought there were going to be new drainage structures.

· DB stated the Commission has a sufficient number of questions, this needs to be postponed until we get some answers.

· EJ stated there was a second amendment they were requesting to place some concrete blocks to control erosion control problems.

· DM asked who made the request.

· EJ stated Gary Muratore.

· DB stated we need better explanations than are on the plan.

13 Fairgrounds Road

· EJ stated she received a request from the Host Hotel to make minor changes.  EJ stated she did an erosion control inspection and everything looked good.  EJ stated that they had one note on their plan where the plan called for a stone patio with a fireplace, rather than dig up loam and have to reseed; they will use planks to bring in equipment.

· The Conservation Commission approved minor changes.

Sign Permits

Correspondences

PLAC
10:00 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE
MOTION:
Moved by to close by EG, seconded by DM to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.

                        Vote:  5/0  
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